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She vomited, as ever, the little ice-water she took, and the injections could 
not be retained at all. 

Dr. P. then ascertained by examination with the finder that there was granu¬ 
lar erosion of the cervix, and was of the opinion that nothing effectual could be 
done short of abortion. Of the various methods recommended for that pur¬ 
pose, he determined to employ that of puncturing the membranes for the fol¬ 
lowing reasons : “The child was not viable and could not be saved. I have 
known cases, when the child was viable, as in the eighth or ninth month of 
pregnancy, and when I brought on premature labour to allay excessive and 
uncontrollable vomiting, that the vomiting did cease, almost immediately after 
the rupture of the membranes and before the emptying of the uterus. 

“ With a small-sized uterine sound I punctured the membranes. On the even¬ 
ing Dr. Alleyne called for me and told me that in an hour after the operation, 
she took, with decided appetite, some beefsteak and retained it; at night she 
did the same, and when we saw her in the morning, she and her mother in¬ 
formed us that she had slept well, and that she had a good appetite, having 
eaten various things for breakfast. About forty-eight hours after the operation 
the foetus and secundines came away, and she made a rapid recovery. 

“ I am aware that there is high authority against the emptying of the uterus in 
cases of excessive vomiting during pregnancy. I am aware, too, of the sudden 
and favourable changes which sometimes take place in such cases. The expe¬ 
rienced physician can often foresee that such will be the result, and he will 
persevere with his remedies. I will admit that it does happen, even when he 
despairs. But it also happens, that although our patients occasionally get 
well, when we expect them to die, on the other hand, they sometimes die when 
we expect them to get well. We must reason from a general rule, and not 
from an exception.” 

Cancrum Oris successfully treated by a Saturated Solution of Iodine. —Dr. 
J. G. MrLLF.R reports (Kansas City Medical Journal , August, 1873) three cases 
of cancrum oris successfully treated by tonics and the local application of a 
saturated tincture of iodine prepared by putting as much iodine into the com¬ 
pound tincture as it would dissolve. 

Ligature of the External Carotid Artery. — Dr. L. R. Longworth observes 
(Archives of Scientific and Practical Medicine , May, 1S73) that “ the greatest 
difficulty of securing the artery and the apprehended danger of secondary 
hemorrhage, have so far influenced the minds of surgeons, that ligature of 
the external carotid, compared with that of the primitive vessel, has been a 
very rare operation, and would, in all probability, have been still rarer, were 
it not for the fact that the former operation possesses two advantages over the 
latter, viz., first, that it is more efficient in arresting the circulation in the parts 
beyond the ligature, unless at the same time with the common carotid the in¬ 
ternal carotid be also ligated ; and, secondly, that it is free from certain grave 
dangers incident to the latter operation consequent upon interference with the 
cerebral circulation and the nutrition of the brain.” 

Dr. L. fully discusses the relative advantages and disadvantages of these two 
operations, and gives the following as his general conclusions:— 

“1. That ligature of the common carotid is the widest in its application, but 
most dangerous and least efficient. 

“2. That ligature of the external carotid below the digastric and stylo-hyoid 
muscles is more limited in its application, but less dangerous and more efficient. 

“ 3. That ligature of the external carotid above the digastric and stylo-hyoid 
muscles is the most restricted in application, but also safest and most effectual. 

“4. That ligature of the external carotid on both sides has hitherto been 
uniformly successful, and is the most efficient measure at our command for 
arresting the distal circulation.” 

Ovarian Tumour removed by Enucleation. — Dr. Walter Burnham, of 
Lowell, Massachusetts, reports (Boston Med. and Surg. Journ., July 24, 1873) 
a case of this. It was his one hundred and ninety-ninth ovarian operation, 
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and he says that the operation required somewhat less time than his previous 
ones. 

After opening the abdomen and drawing from the cyst, with Wells’s ovarian 
trochar, nearly fifty pints of clear, limpid serum, he made a small slit through 
the peritoneal coat near the pedicle, and with the handle of my scalpel sepa¬ 
rated the two coats from each other to a small extent, until I .could grasp them 
in either hand, and at once completed the separation by pulling them apart, 
and thus removed the entire sac proper as belonging to the tumour; while that 
portion composed of peritoneum was laid back upon the abdomen, that I might 
examine it, and wait a little for hemorrhage to start, if at all. The efi'ects of 
the atmosphere, though at a high temperature, soon contracted and corrugated 
the peritoneum to less than half its size, when I separated the cyst from it. 
On examination of the inner surface of the peritoneum, I found the vessels 
spread out upon it in a complete network, like that of an inflamed conjunctiva 
largely magnified ; but there was no hemorrhage, except one small artery where 
I divided the peritoneal coat; and here a small clot had formed, and I thought 
best to put on a ligature, as I did also on one upon the omentum, leaving the 
ends out at the lower angle of the incision, to keep it open for the discharge 
of any matter that might he deposited in the cavity. 

After waiting more than an hour to allow the force of the heart to return, 
the sac was covered by a warm napkin before returning it into the abdomen. 
But finding no bleeding, I then placed it back into the cavity of the abdomen, 
and closed the wound by three sutures, one of which I passed through the edge 
of the peritoneum where I made the slit, to secure that point to the opening, 
in case any clot should form and require suppuration to remove it. Over this, 
adhesive straps and a compress of cotton, to fill the vacuum of the abdomen, 
were placed upou her, secured by a straight bandage. The patient made a 
speedy recovery. 

Dr. B. remarks, somewhat singularly, that he believes 1 ' Dr. Miner, of Buffalo, 
was the first to recommend this mode of treating the pedicle,” and adds that 
“ much' credit is due to him for what seems to me a very great improvement 
over all others.” 

Recent Cholera Epidemic in New Orleans. —Prof. Jos. Jones, in a letter to 
the editors of the Boston Med. and Sure). Journ. (July 31, 1873), states that 
this epidemic “ which commenced in the early part oi' February and disappeared 
in the latter part of June, was less severe than in the two previous visitations 
of this pestilence in New Orleans. Although the fatal cases were marked by 
the prominent symptoms of Asiatic cholera, and presented, upon post-mortem 
examination, its characteristic lesions, the vast proportion of the cases, ‘ when 
taken in time,’ yielded readily to treatment, and the mortality has been com¬ 
paratively small. Thus, during the months of February, March, April, May, 
and June, 117 whites and 11(1 blacks (total, 233) died from what was registered 
in the official mortuary reports as cholera sporadica ; and cholera morbus and 
cholera infantum destroyed 62whites and 22 coloured; diarrhoea and dysentery, 
109 whites and 48 coloured; total deaths from all intestinal diseases during the 
past six months, white 366, coloured 234 (total, 600). 

“ This is comparatively small mortality from cholera in a population of 200,000 ; 
and as the whites constitute about three-fourths, and the coloured people only 
one-fourth, it is evident that cholera, as well as other intestinal diseases, has 
been much more fatal amongst the coloured population. This difference appears 
to be due in a large measure to the fact, that as a general rule, the coloured 
people occupy the more unhealthy and crowded portions of the city, and are 
less careful in their habits and diet. 

“ The sudden subsidence of the cholera, is not to be referred to the sanitary 
condition of the city, which could not, perhaps, be much worse at this season 
of the year; nor to the universal employment of any special means of disin¬ 
fection. Numbers of cases have occurred in localities where no disinfection 
was practised, and it is probable that ODly the severe and fatal cases have 
been reported to the local sanitary officers. 'The peculiarly mild character of 
the recent epidemic, may be due to certain unknown conditions of the atmos- 



